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Heart of
Gold

Rachelle lives the 4 C’s of our
client recognition award

Staff & family gather at Rachelle’s house to celebrate
her Golden Heart Award.

Rachelle Wheat walks over to her
kitchen counter with her salad in hand.
“Can you make sure the spinach is
OK?” she asks her staff. “I made a
goal of eating healthier, so it’s salad
for dinner!” Rachelle has just gotten
home from her shift at HyVee, where
she answers the phone and connects
each caller to the right department.
Rachelle’s job is made possible by
adaptive phone technology for the
blind provided by HyVee.
Rachelle first received hourly
services from One Vision to support
her in her own apartment. She was
proud that she was able to live
independently as that was one of her
life goals. However, over time she
realized that being alone all the time
was not good for her mental health.
She is happy to now be living in a
home with three other housemates.

While they don’t always get along
and can fight like siblings—according
to Rachelle—she enjoys the
companionship, having opportunities
to share their lives with each other, and
the “noise” of others around. Rachelle
says that her life with One Vision is
more fulfilled and less lonely, and she
can enjoy her independence.
Rachelle has been an ardent
supporter & fundraiser for OV because
she knows she is helping other
individuals like herself live a better
life. She enjoys meeting people that
are in her community and always asks
her co-workers, bus drivers, staff, and
family to support her, and to support
people like her. She also really enjoys
winning and the recognition that comes
with that—which is why we’re happy
to announce Rachelle Wheat is our
Golden Heart Winner for November!

Staff Anniversary dinner honors years of service

WHO WE ARE
One Vision is a non-profit charitable organization that
provides services to more than 550 individuals so they
may achieve greater independence through personal
choice and community involvement. Connecting people
with purpose is the essence of what we do. This includes
helping individuals find jobs in their communities, supporting them in homes that meet their needs and wants,
and encouraging them to pursue personal interests.

Each year, One Vision recognizes
the dedication of staff who have
been with One Vision 25, 30, 35,
40 and even 45 years!! This year’s
dinner combined 2020 and 2021

honors. What a wonderful night to
honor OV’s Staff Anniversaries!
Thanks for your many years of
service to the people we support &
our organization!

One Vision was founded in 1971 as Handicap Village and
in 1994 became Opportunity Village. Today, our realm
of services has evolved to include community-based
personal and employment support for individuals with
disabilities; the Children’s Autism Centers in Clear Lake
and Fort Dodge; and 4 resale stores that provide revenue
for our organization and job opportunities for people we
support. Currently, we provide services in 30 Iowa communities including Clear Lake, Mason City, Fort Dodge,
Eagle Grove, Lake Mills, Garner, Osage and Humboldt.
One Vision does not release donor information to other
entities. If you wish to have your name removed from
future communications, please notify the One Vision
Foundation Office at (641) 355-1356 or
info@onevision.org. You may place a collect call if
necessary to request removal from mailings.

CONTACT US
Website: www.onevision.org
E-mail: info@onevision.org
Main office: (641) 357-5277
PO Box 622, Clear Lake, IA 50428

VOLUNTEER

Front row (l to r): Pete Faust, 45 years, Cyndi Reid, 45 years, Gordon Peterson, 45 years,
Dan Peterson, 46 years Back row (l to r): Jeri Bell, 31 years, Penny Froiland, 40 years,
Diane Carlson, 31 years, Linda Born, 31 years, Cheryl Lackore, 25 years, Kristie Hayner, 30 years,
Jean Tatro, 25 years, Ed Niles, 36 years, Marcia Thompson, 31 years, Tracy Mattson, 31 years.

Clear Lake General Store
Contact Lisa Dodgen: 515-573-2272
Fort Dodge General Store
Contact Lisa Dodgen: 515-573-2272
All other volunteer inquiries
Contact Stacey Skellenger: 641-355-1239

DONATE
You are important to people with different abilities
who depend on One Vision. Financial support for OV
takes many forms:
•
•
•
•

Memorials or “in honor” gifts
Planned giving (bequests, gift annuities,
insurance)
Gifts of assets (real estate, stock, other
property)
One-time or recurring contributions

For more information on how you can play a role in
helping connect people with purpose, contact
Jennifer Pinske, Chief Development Officer,
641-355-1356.

Find us on Facebook!
facebook.com/OneVisionIowa
facebook.com/OVCAC
facebook.com/GeneralStoreCL
facebook.com/GeneralStoreFD
facebook.com/TriedAndTrueMC
facebook.com/TriedAndTrueOsage
facebook.com/GlenOaksCommunity

Bill Otterman receives a standing OVation for
lifetime achievement with our organization.

We had a full house for our Annual
Meeting in October! Thank you Clear
Lake Bank & Trust Company for
the beautiful gift commemorating
our 50th Anniversary of services,
presented at our Annual Meeting &
50th Celebration.
Matt Ritter, CLB&T COO, Mark Dodd, OV CEO,
and Paul Stevenson, CLB&T President.
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From our CEO
Mark Dodd
CEO, One Vision

It’s the time of year where we reflect on the year
past and plan for the year ahead. What a momentous
year this has been for One Vision – both in good ways
and ways we hope to not see again in our lifetimes.
One of the highlights this year was celebrating our
50th anniversary of opening for services! It was an
incredibly inspiring experience to be involved in the
preparation for this celebration, to read about our
history, to interview founders, former CEOs, persons
served and their families and long-time staff, and to
talk with people in our communities who support our
work and understand the importance of what we do.
We are extremely blessed. We were also able to
recognize and celebrate with 18 staff for their longtime service to the organization – 10 who reached
their 25+ anniversary in 2020 and eight who reached
it in 2021. Four of the individuals were recognized
for 45-years of service to One Vision! As the CEO, I
am also very grateful to our Board of Directors who
volunteer their time and talent to support and guide
One Vision. I want to take this opportunity to identify
our current Board and those who finished terms in
2021: current board members – Kara Naig Trettin,
President (Osage), Dennis Muyskens, Vice President and Treasurer (Mason City), Dr. Steve Schulz,
Secretary (Mason City), Jay LeFevre, Past President
(Clear Lake), Donn Ashland (Garner), Doug Gee
(Clear Lake), Aimee Kern (Clear Lake), John Lander
(Mason City), Dr. Paul Manternach (Clear Lake), Mike
Momberg (Clear Lake), Dennis Plautz (Fort Dodge),
and former board members – Matt Ritter, Chris Lovell,
and Dr. Teresa Mock. I also want to recognize and
celebrate the incredibly dedicated #Essential staff of
One Vision. None of this would be possible without
our staff, “everyday heroes”, who live out our values,
work hard, and fulfill our mission.
Of course, we also had our challenges. Just like
everyone else, we continue to cope with the ongoing
impact of the Coronavirus pandemic, and the controversy and conflict associated with the COVID-19
vaccine mandates. As a community-based healthcare
provider who serves vulnerable individuals, we simply
stayed focused on ensuring the health and safety of
the people we serve through encouraging vaccination,
continuing symptom screening at the start of every
shift for staff providing direct care, and coordinating

and partnering with
our larger healthcare system. And
most challenging,
we continue to see
the impact of the
pandemic and the
larger workforce shortage on our staff. As I shared
above, our staff continue to show up every day,
however, they are exhausted and stressed and need
relief. While we hope there are still people who will
be returning to the workforce, we must move forward
from the perspective that this is our “new normal”—
increasing demand with fewer workers.
Which leads me to looking ahead. We spent the
beginning of the year developing an updated Strategic
Plan to guide us as we address our greatest challenge
– how to serve more individuals with a decreasing
number of persons in the workforce and doing this in a
way that allows persons served to be active, involved
members of their communities, not simply live in a
community. Our 5-year Strategy Priority areas are:
1) Bring strategic innovation and technology to the
people we support that will enable greater independent living and increase workforce stability; 2) Leverage and grow partnerships through vibrant networking
and community outreach; and 3) Be great stewards
of our resources for long-term viability as an organization. We believe that by investing in technology
to enhance the services we provide we can increase
independence and community participate for persons
served, bring more people from our waiting list into
services, and do so within the workforce we have
available to us. One Vision has addressed and overcome every challenge we have come up against over
the past 50 years, and we will overcome this challenge as well. In my 2022 One Voice CEO messages
I will on elaborate on each of these strategic priority
areas. As I shared in my last One Voice message,
“how” we provide services has changed over our 50
years, but “why” we provide services hasn’t.
Thank you for your support of One Vision. I hope
you have a great 2022.
Mark Dodd, CEO

OneVision.org
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This year’s race was our best yet! We raised
over $7,000 for Christmas Gifts for those we
support who do not have family to spend
the Holidays with this year.

Thank you!

Facebook & Flickr: onevisioniowa
Last year, we were able to buy
presents for 62 people!! This
Don’t miss the 9th Annual
Lightsyear,
on 5Kwe can do even more!

Don’t miss the 9th Annual
Lights on 5K

Don’t miss the 9th Annual
Lights on 5K

December 2, 2021 · 5:30pm
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One Vision’s Kinney-Lindstrom Center
1200 N 9th W., Clear Lake, IA 50428

One Vision’s Kinney-Lindstrom Center
1200 N 9th W., Clear Lake, IA 50428

One Vision’s Kinney-Lindstrom Center
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Wear your lights & holiday costumes!
WIN PRIZES!

Wear your lights & holiday costumes!
WIN PRIZES!

Wear your lights & holiday costumes!
WIN PBest
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S! of Lights: Jeff Schmidt

All proceeds from registration, donations, and funds
raised will be used to purchase Christmas gifts for
individuals in need who are supported by One Vision.

All proceeds from registration, donations, and funds
raised will be used to purchase Christmas gifts for
individuals in need who are supported by One Vision.

HARVEST2021
$5 off Early Bird
Registration exp 10/31
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For more details:
For more
details:
www.lightson5K.org
Manywww.lightson5K.org
thanks to our 2021 sponsors: Wayne’s
Ski and
Cycle,
Corporate Farmer Inc, Rod Pump Salon, Get

Use Code:

your Goat Overgrowth Specialists, POET Biorefining, Skip’s Kicks, Clear Lake Police Department, First Citizens Bank, North Iowa Bulls Hockey, Mason City Toros, Thrivent, Holmes Murphy & Associates, American
Solutions for Business, Clear Lake Wellness Center and Cerro Gordo County Emergency Response Team!

HARVEST2021
$5 off Early Bird
Registration exp 10/31

Vladimir Starrett won overall best time in Men’s. First woman to
cross was Mandi Pralle. For our Fun Run, First Place Girl was
Claire Abell and First Place Boy was Brady Abell. Congrats to all!

QR Code
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HARVEST2021
$5 off Early Bird
Registration exp 10/31

REGISTER

Use Code:

REGISTER

For more details: www.lightson5K.org

Kids Fun Run | Costume Contest
FREE Hot Cocoa & Popcorn
Photo Opportunities | Prizes

REGISTER

Kids Fun Run | Costume Contest
FREE Hot Cocoa & Popcorn
Photo Opportunities | Prizes
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See all the photos on
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Our 26th Annual Festival of Trees had a great
turnout with over 100 wreaths, swags, trees,
baskets & baked goods sold over the two
days totaling over $20,000 so far!

Facebook
&thanks
Flickr:
onevisioniowa
Special
to our
Gold level sponsors:

Thank you!

Merry &
Tree

s

Thanks to everyone who helped make this year’s Festival of
Trees Merry & Bright!!

All proceeds from Festival of Trees funds One Vision’s
Charitable Foundation, which helps ensure needed services
are available in North Iowa.

This year, volunteers baked over
100 dozen cookies for our Cookie
Walk. Yumm!!!
We’re already planning 2022’s Festival! Contact
Jennifer Pinske, Chief Development Officer at
641-355-1356 or jpinske@onevision.org if you are
interested in how you can be part of this fun tradition! See you at next year’s Festival of Trees!

of

We are so thankful for our decorators and volunteers, our
event sponsors: Clear Lake Bank & Trust Company, CLTel,
Dean Snyder Construction, North Iowa Periodontics, Alpha
Media USA, The General Store, Alliant Energy, and our
community partners: Target Store MC, Culligan Water MC,
Dave’s Deck Care, North Iowa Rugby, Hy-Vee and more!!
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Special thanks to Opening Night Gala
Hosts Melanie and Dave Marreel,
whose support for Festival helps
sustain our mission!

Each year, Melanie Marreel helps to
engage her students and the entire Clear
Lake Community School District fourth
grade to learn about people with disabilities
and how they are “more the same than
different” and how they can help those
in their community be successful. They
decorate a tree each year to go on display at
our Festival of Trees. Way to go Clear Lake
Schools and our fourth grade teachers!!

OneVision.org
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Top, bottom left: Sara Mishek,BCBA and Jennifer Pinske,
Chief Development Officer, receive USCellular Locally Grown
Joy gifts for children who receive services at One Vision’s
Children’s Autism Center.

Culligan Water of Mason City chose One Vision as their Nonprofit of
Choice for 2021.

Helping Hands
Giving back to our community,
one hour at a time

This season, we are so thankful to have the Mason City
Toros and North Iowa Bulls Hockey teams volunteering at
our General Store and Recycling Department in Clear Lake!
Players assist in sorting your donations of clothing and
household goods to speed getting them to the sales floor. It
takes a lot of work behind the scenes each day, but it’s worth
it! Each purchase directly supports our mission, plus saves
MILLIONS of pounds of items from the landfill each year.
Thank you, Volunteers!! We appreciate you! If you are looking
for Volunteer opportunities in 2022, call Stacey 641.355.1239.

Nielsen achieves
CQL Trainer Certification
Members of the Mason City Toros give of their time each month to help sort your
donations of clothing and household goods to our General Stores and Tried &
True Boutiques.
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Congratulations to Dena Nielsen, ICF, Fort Dodge, on
achieving CQL Trainer/Interviewer Certification this
November!! Way to go!

Giving Tuesday
Strengthening our community,
one gift at a time

In honor of #GivingTuesday, a national day of
giving which took place on November 30 this year,
Day Hab took some of their pop can money and
donations from staff and purchased items for the
Homeless Shelter of North Iowa and Crisis Intervention Service, both in Mason City. Sandi Jo Prignitz
was happy to help with shopping and dropping the
items off! Thanks to Sandi Jo, Day Hab, and each
of you who know that giving to others makes a real
difference in our communities!
As we approach the new year, there’s still time to
donate if you want to make a difference in the lives
of others: https://give.onevision.org/50thAnniversary.

Sandi Jo Prignitz spent Giving Tuesday distributing donations from Day Hab to the homeless
shelter of North Iowa and the Crisis Intervention Shelter, both in Mason City.

December Thornblade Award

Congratulations to Chelcie Beauchaine (CL-SCLS) our newest Thornblade
winner! Included in the nominations about Chelcie were: “She treats everyone
with respect regardless of how they treat her. “ “She is always looking at the cup
half-full not empty.” “She rolls with the changes and encourages her staff to do
the same.” “I know I can trust that she will do something when she is asked to
do it.” “She steps up and covers open shifts at her main site.” “She exemplifies
our mission and values. She enriches the lives of all the lives of the people she
comes into contact with!”
Congratulations, Chelcie! For these and many more reasons, we are so grateful
for your service to the people we support and OV!

Sign up for our

eVoice

Our interactive, digital newsletter for families, friends, and supporters

GIVE A LITTLE TO
MAKE A BIG IMPACT
Our founders had the vision 50 years ago to raise the funds
to start our organization. They started with an idea, and we
strive each day to fulfill our mission. To honor their legacy,
we continue advancing human rights, choice and dignity for
all with disabilities.

1971-2021

Sign up at onevision.org or email Erin: eluong@onevision.org
to update your preferences.

$50 Challenge= $1 for each year
$100 Challenge= $2 for each year

Donate online at www.onevision.org. If you prefer to
stretch out your gift over the next 3-, 6- or 12-months,
select the “recurring gift” option, or check the box on the
remittance envelope. Thanks!

OneVision.org
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Join our team!
View open positions

Contact Name
Contact Address
Contact City, State, Zip

Upcoming Events
Christmas Open House at TimberCrest at Glen Oaks

One Voice
Vol. 2021.4

Issued Quarterly

One Voice is a publication of
One Vision.
Erin Gansen Luong
Editor
ELuong@OneVision.org
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Wednesday, December 22, 1-3 pm
TimberCrest, 200 Glen Oaks Dr, Clear Lake
What: Enjoy holiday treats, hot cider and register for door prizes.
Get your information packet with New Year
move in specials and tour TimberCrest
55+ Independent Living!

Clothes, Corks & a Cause

Wednesday, December 29, 5–7 pm
Tried & True, Hwy 18, Clear Lake
What: Grab your mom, sister, aunt,
niece... as you sip and shop for a cute
holiday outfit with a glass of vino! All
purchases help support One Vision and
our mission to enable the people we
serve to live more independent lives.
Cost: FREE
RSVP: none

J.Brooks Walk-A-Block
for Autism Awareness
April 2022
More info to come!

